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Clayton Community Theatre stages “The Laramie Project,”  

Oct 11-21, directed by Jim Danek,  
marking 20th anniversary of Matthew Shepard’s death 

 
Landmark play by Moisés Kaufman and the Tectonic Theatre Project galvanized LGBTQ awareness in the US 
and led to passage of Hate Crimes Prevention Act 
 
Commemorating the 20th anniversary of the death of Matthew Shepard, the 21-year-old victim of an anti-gay hate 
crime in 1998 in Laramie, Wyoming that sent shock waves through the nation, Clayton Community Theatre (CCT) 
presents “The Laramie Project,” directed by Jim Danek, for a two-week run, October 11-21, 2018. Performance 
times: Thursday-Saturday at 8 pm; Sundays at 2 pm., at Washington University South Campus Theatre 6501 
Clayton Rd, Clayton MO 63117. Tickets available by email at tickets@placeseveryone.org, by phone at 314-721-
9228 or at the theater prior to performance. More information: www.placeseveryone.org. 
 
“I first saw “The Laramie Project” at a Saturday afternoon performance in New York City,” said Jim Danek. “The 
production never showed an image of Matthew Shepard. They simply told the story. At the end of the 
performance there wasn't a dry eye in the house. It was undoubtedly one of the most moving pieces of theatre I 
had ever experienced. The New York Times has referred to “The Laramie Project” as one of the most important 
25 plays of the last 25 years. What stuck with me, aside from the power of the production, was the fact that 
coming out of that theatre on that bright sunny afternoon in New York was a person holding a great big sign that 
read, ‘Dr. Laura was right. Matthew Shepard deserved to die.’ I'll leave the words that raced through my head at 
that moment to your imagination.” 
 
“The life and death of Matthew Shepard changed the way we talk about, and deal with, hate in America,” states 
the Matthew Shepard Foundation.  
 
One of the ways in which that conversation has been kept alive is the play, “The Laramie Project,” by Moisés 
Kaufman and the Tectonic Theatre Project. Since its first production in Denver in 2000, “The Laramie Project” 
continues to be a relevant instrument of education, awareness and activism as well as a dramatic tour de force, 
reportedly one of the most-performed plays in the US and adapted into an HBO movie in 2002. 
  
“Matt became a symbol - some say a martyr, putting a boy-next-door face on hate crimes,” declared Matthew’s 
father, Dennis Shepard, in an official statement. The brutal murder of his son was pivotal in the history of LGBTQ 
awareness and activism leading to passage of the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention 
Act signed into law by President Obama in 2009. 
 
“The Laramie Project” unfolds through the words of people in Laramie who were interviewed by members of 
Tectonic Theater Company in the 18 months following Matthew Shepard’s death, creating a portrait of the 
community and key individuals in the aftermath of the event and as the victim’s killers were brought to trial and 
convicted.  
 
The format of “The Laramie Project,” which has the feel of a live documentary, is an example of Tectonic 
Theater’s trademarked method, “Moment Work,” which the company describes as providing “the freedom to 
create individual, self contained theatrical units (Moments) and then sequence these units together into theatrical 
phrases or sentences that will eventually become a play.” The method is detailed in “Moment Work: Tectonic 
Theater Project’s Process of Devising Theater,” recently published by Random House Books.          
 
Tectonic Theater Project founder Moisés Kaufman, who was awarded the National Medal of Arts by 
President Obama in September 2016, is a Tony and Emmy-nominated director and playwright. In 
discussions about “The Laramie Project,” its making and its legacy, he has spoken of the public reaction to 
Matthew Shepard’s killing as “a watershed moment for our culture,” and “a kind of lightning rod that allows 
communities to have this conversation.”   --- continued on next page --- 



 
About the director 
Jim Danek has worked as the Artistic Director for the Homewood Players in South Holland, Illinois, as well as the 
Artistic Director for the Jackson Civic Theatre and the Clark Lake Players in Jackson Michigan; and for The Stage 
Company in Ann Arbor, Michigan. Jim has been tapped by the U.S. Military to direct productions in Europe 
including Heidelberg and Wiesbaden, Germany and Vicenza, Italy. These days Jim primarily works as a 
playwright and has had productions of his scripts all across the US as well as various productions in Europe.   
 
About Clayton Community Theatre 
The Clayton Community Theatre (CCT) was founded by a group of Clayton residents interested in expanding 
access to the performing arts through community theatre. The organization’s motto is “Places everyone,” the 
announcement traditionally made by the stage manager a few moments prior to curtain to call the actors and crew 
to readiness. The motto reflects the goals of Clayton Community Theatre, which are: to offer Clayton and 
surrounding communities top-quality theatrical entertainment; to showcase local talent; and to provide any 
interested member of our community the opportunity to become involved in theatre production. We are a 
volunteer-driven organization and welcome all theatre lovers interested in assisting in our productions.  
  
Clayton Community Theatre derives revenue primarily from ticket sales, with additional support from program 
advertising, contributions, sponsorships and grants. 
 
Members of the press: Promotional photos and more information are on the CCT Media Resources page, 
http://www.placeseveryone.org/media. Media contact: Nathan Schroeder, media@placeseveryone.org; tel. 314-
721-9228. 
 
The Laramie Project at CCT: Cast and credits 
Director – Jim Danek 
Producer – Nada Vaughn 
Lighting Designer – Nathan Schroeder 
Video Designer – JT Taylor 
Costume Designer – Julie Smailys 
 
Cast (everyone plays multiple roles): 
Jack Abels 
Kelly Hunter 
Jack Janssen 
Mark Lull 
Tim Naegelin 
Denny Patterson 
Elizabeth Penny 
Tina Renard 
Lucy Sappington 
Rob Tierney 
Jonathan Charles Waller 
Chrissie Watkins 
 
 
 
 


